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Part-timers account for a massive 
49.5% of all jobs in hotels, restau-
rants and catering establishments, 
according to statistics presented in 
parliament, with 31% of the entire 
part-time cohort not even having 
an additional full-time job.

Tourism is presently generating 
just 9,107 full-time jobs – a far 
cry from the impression given 
by the industry that tourism is 
Malta’s lifeline. Apart from full-time 
employees, tourism also generates 
8,911 part-time jobs.

But 5,496 workers in the industry 
are part-timers who lack any 
other source of income, a clear 
indication that tourism is only 
offering a precarious livelihood to 
its workforce.

The figures were revealed 
in parliament by Employment 
Minister Louis Galea following 
a question tabled by Labour’s 
tourism spokesperson Evarist 
Bartolo.

“These figures show that the 
industry is still highly seasonal 
and cannot afford to employ full-
timers all year round,” Bartolo told 
Business Today. 

The Labour MP also interprets 
the figures as an indication that 
employers are refraining from 

employing full-timers as they try to 
keep down rising costs while their 
revenues are falling.

According to Bartolo costs are 
rising due to the energy surcharge 
while revenues are falling due to a 
decline in arrivals. “This is having 
a marked impact on the quality 
of service offered in hotels and 
restaurants. To give our tourism 
a new lease of life we must train 
and educate our workforce better 
at every level to give a better 
service.” 

But Bartolo also argues that 
workers will only give a good service 
if they are offered good working 
conditions. Quoting Professor Joe 
Falzon’s presentation for the Reggie 
Miller Foundation, Bartolo notes 
that in the last eight years the rate 
of inflation has outstripped the 
salary gains made by employees 
in the hotel and restaurant sector. 
As a result working conditions and 
the quality of life of most of these 
workers have deteriorated.

“To make our industry sustainable 
and create more jobs we need to 
create more value added, which 
means we need more tourists, 
all the year round and we need 
tourists who spend more.”

Restaurants tend to make a 
greater use of part-timers than 
hotels and bars.  While part-timers 

account for 43% of all jobs in the 
hotels and 48% of jobs in bars, 
they account for 62% of all jobs in 
restaurants.

Part-timers who don’t have 
another source of income account 
for 29% of jobs in hotels, 37% of 
restaurant workers and 27% of 
employees in bars.

Since the 1960s bars, restaurants 
and hotels offered workers chance 
to supplement their incomes 
through part-time work. But in 
the past years the trend was to 
offer part-time work to those who 
lack any other form of income. At 
present, only 3,415 workers with 
a part-time job in tourism have 
another full-time job. 
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‘Euro conversion means there will be a mad rush 
to acquire property’

Tourism 
creating just 
9,100 full-time 
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‘ETC placed over 4,000 in employment’

Karl Stagno-Navarra

The National Euro Changeover 
Committee is urging all local banks 
to actively pursue a proposal to 
slash administrative charges to re-
tailers while depositing Euro and 
converting the currency into Mal-
tese Lira, as from next January.

Speaking to Business Today, 
NECC chairman Joseph FX Zahra 
explained that “it would be more 
than a breakthrough, should all the 
local banks agree to eliminate the 
administrative costs for retailers 
during conversion from Euro to 
Maltese Lira, six months prior 
to the established July date for 
obligatory dual pricing.”

Joseph FX Zahra said that the 
NECC, backed by all the retailers’ 
organisations, would like to see 
the local banks cooperate on this 
matter, as January would mean the 
beginning of the voluntary dual-
price display.

Previous negotiations on this 
matter are reported to have failed a 
few weeks ago, however, “the NECC 

is keeping its door wide open to 
any possible re-thinking,” he said.

Joseph FX Zahra’s call to local 
banks, follows comments made by 
Benjamin Angel, who is in charge 
of the Eurozone enlargement in the 
Cabinet of the EU’s Economic and 
Monetary Affairs Commissioner 
Joachim Almunia.

Angel, who was in Malta last 
Monday and addressed a national 
conference on the Euro changeover, 
said that although the European 
Commission has noted Maltese 
banks to be preparing well for the 
Euro changeover, he expected 

them “to do more”.
Benjamin Angel insisted that 

the local banks must adopt clear 
strategies to assist in the campaign 
by making themselves, “more than 
available to all sectors” and called 
on them to prepare the general 
public by making sure that the ATM 
systems around the country will be 
enough to provide the currency.

“I’m not saying that they are not 
preparing for this, but they can do 
more,” he told Business Today.

Angel expressed optimism on 
Malta’s plans to join the Euro by 
January 2008. Angel said that the 
European Commission is “taking 
note” of the fact that Malta’s 
inflation rate is likely to continue 
its decline well into 2007. “Malta 
should be in a position to meet the 
inflation criteria next year, even 
if its rate now is well above the 
EU reference value,” which Angel 
anticipated will be established at 
2.8% next week.

ksnavarra@mediatoday.com.mt

NECC calls on banks to drop 
euro conversion charges

Matthew Vella

Investments Minister Austin Gatt 
yesterday said Air Malta’s central 
function was not that of repairing 
airliners or taking out more cash 
from its limited resources to invest 
it in “activities which did not help it 
improve its service or make it more 
profitable” – referring to criticism 
from Labour MP Charles Mangion, 
who commented on the recent 
expansion of Lufthansa Technik’s 
base at the Malta International Air-
pot. Air Malta recently reduced its 
shareholding in Lufthansa Technik 
to 25%.4page 7

Air Malta 
does not 
repair planes 
– Austin Gatt

The other 9,000 are all part-time jobs

Those who can’t repair, fly - Austin Gatt 
says Air Malta’s core function was not 
repairing airliners, after reducing its 49% 
share in Lufthansa Technik to 25%

Joseph FX Zahra

CIA secret jails

A European Parliament report 
on Tuesday said Britain, Poland, 
Italy, Germany and seven other EU 
nations were aware of the running 
of CIA secret prisons in Europe. The 
draft report, written after months of 
a special committee investigation, 
also accused top EU officials, 
including EU foreign policy chief 
Javier Solana, of not coming clean 
about the alleged US-run secret 
jails and secret abductions of terror 
suspects across the EU.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Union CTP1'] [Based on '[Press Quality]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 11.338580
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


